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Twice a  year ,  the Ventura County
Agriculture/Weights  & Measures Off ice
conducts  a  pest ic ide container  recycl ing
event .   Area businesses can drop off
pest ic ide containers  free of  charge,
d ivert ing waste from landf i l ls  and
reducing d isposal  costs .   This  year ’s
f i rst  event  was Tuesday,  Apr i l  23 ,  2024.
Growers and pest  control  businesses
dropped off  over  12,000 lbs .  of  h igh-
density  polyethylene (HDPE)  plast ic  in
the form of  used pest ic ide jugs and
barrels .   This  is  the plast ic  carry ing the
#2 recycl ing code.   To be accepted in  the
program,  containers  must  be c leaned by
tr iple  r ins ing or  a  method comparable
and must  have l ids  removed.
Sacramento-based Interstate Plast ics
chips  the containers  on s i te  and takes
the pulp to  a  fac i l i ty  out  of  county for
process ing into new HDPE plast ic .   The
next  recycl ing event  is  Tuesday,  October
22,  2024.   There wi l l  be a  Spr ing 2025
recycl ing event ;  when a  date is  set ,  the
t ime and locat ion wi l l  be posted to  our
website .  
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Pesticide Container 

Recycling Event 

AT NO COST TO 

THE GROWER !

October 22nd, 2024
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Fruit Growers Supply
980 W Telegraph Rd
Santa Paula, CA 93060

By appointment only

Contact:
Camarillo Office (805) 388-4222

Santa Paula Office (805) 933-2926

Please do not
drop off your

containers
prior to this

date

Review the website for container
requirements at:

http://www.interstateagplastics.com/
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Guidlines Form - English 

Forma de Condiciones -Español
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THE END OF THE QUEENSLAND
FRUIT FLY QUARANTINE
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D A V I D  W I R T A

D E P U T Y  A G  C O M M I S S I O N E R

P E S T  E X C L U S I O N

     O n  J u l y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  F r u i t  F l y  ( Q F F ) ,

B a c t r o c e r a  t r y o n i ,  i n  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d .  T h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t

m a r k s  t h e  e n d  o f  a  9 0 - s q u a r e - m i l e  q u a r a n t i n e ,  w h i c h  e n c o m p a s s e d  T h o u s a n d

O a k s ,  p a r t s  o f  M o o r p a r k ,  a n d  t h e  S a n t a  R o s a  V a l l e y .

     T h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p e s t  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

A g r i c u l t u r e / W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s ,  f a r m e r s ,  a n d  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l

o f f i c i a l s  i m p l e m e n t e d  a  r o b u s t  t r a p p i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  t h e  q u a r a n t i n e  z o n e  t o

a t t r a c t  a n d  k i l l  a n y  m a l e  Q F F s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  F a r m e r s  w i t h i n  a n d  n e a r  t h e  q u a r a n t i n e

b o u n d a r y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  b a i t  s t a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t s ,  w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  a n y  c h a n c e  o f

f l i e s  b e i n g  m o v e d  t h r o u g h  h a r v e s t e d  c r o p s .  R e s i d e n t s  p l a y e d  t h e i r  p a r t  b y

r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  s h a r i n g  h o m e g r o w n  p r o d u c e  f r o m  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s .  T h e

c o m m u n i t y ’ s  c o o p e r a t i o n  h e l p e d  p r e v e n t  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s a s t e r !

     A s  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Q F F  q u a r a n t i n e  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  l i t t l e  w a s  k n o w n  a b o u t

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t s  a n d  d a m a g e s  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  c a u s e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  f r e s h  f r u i t

c r o p s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  Q F F  i s  w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d  a s  a  s e r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l

p e s t .  I t  p o s e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b a r r i e r  t o  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  o f  f r e s h  p r o d u c e .  Q F F  t h r e a t e n s  a g r i c u l t u r e  d u e  t o  i t s  b r o a d

h o s t  r a n g e ,  a s  i t  i s  k n o w n  t o  i n f e s t  u p  t o  1 7 5  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  f r u i t .  C o m b i n e d

w i t h  h i g h  r e p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e s  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  i n  k i l l i n g  m a g g o t s

b u r r o w e d  i n s i d e  i n f e c t e d  f r u i t ,  t h e  Q F F  i s  a  f o r m i d a b l e  c h a l l e n g e .

     T h e  e x a c t  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Q F F  i n t o  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  i s  u n k n o w n ;

h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  f l i e s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a v e l e r s

c a r r y i n g  u n i n s p e c t e d  p r o d u c e  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t y .  T h i s  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t o  o u r

e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  p e s t s  d o  n o t  t r a v e l  o n  t h e i r  o w n !  M o s t  h a r m f u l  p e s t s  a r e

i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p e o p l e  m o v i n g  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  p l a n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r

c o m m o d i t i e s  f r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  s t a t e s ,  a n d  e v e n  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t i e s .

E v e r y o n e  c a n  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  b y  a v o i d i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  c o m m o d i t i e s

a c r o s s  b o r d e r s  a n d  b y  a d h e r i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a w s  a n d  q u a r a n t i n e s .

     I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  m o v i n g  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  o r  p r o d u c e ,  o r  i f  y o u

s u s p e c t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n y  i n v a s i v e  p e s t s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r

d e p a r t m e n t  a t  8 0 5 - 3 8 8 - 4 2 2 2  o r  c a l l  t h e  C D F A  P e s t  H o t l i n e  a t  1 - 8 0 0 - 4 9 1 - 1 8 9 9 .



GOLDSPOTTED OAK BORER FOUND IN VENTURA
COUNTY:  PROTECTING OUR LOCAL OAKS

A M E E R  A T R A S H

D E P U T Y  A G  C O M M I S S I O N E R  

A G R I C U L T U R E  C O N S U M E R  P R O T E C T I O N
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      W e ’ r e  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  s h a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  u p d a t e  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  a  r e c e n t
d i s c o v e r y  i n  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  t h a t  c o u l d  a f f e c t  o u r  o a k  t r e e s .  T h e  G o l d s p o t t e d  O a k
B o r e r  ( G S O B ) ,  a n  i n v a s i v e  p e s t ,  w a s  r e c e n t l y  d e t e c t e d  i n  o u r  a r e a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .
T h i s  t i n y  i n s e c t  p o s e s  a  b i g  t h r e a t  t o  n a t i v e  o a k  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  i t ’ s  c r u c i a l  t h a t  w e
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  t r e e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  o u r  l o c a l
e n v i r o n m e n t .  

What is  the Goldspotted Oak Borer? 

     T h e  G o l d s p o t t e d  O a k  B o r e r  ( A g r i l u s  a u r o g u t t a t u s ) ,  o r  G S O B ,  i s  a  b e e t l e  n a t i v e  t o
s o u t h e a s t e r n  A r i z o n a ,  b u t  i t  h a s  f o u n d  i t s  w a y  i n t o  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d  n o w
V e n t u r a  C o u n t y .  T h e  a d u l t  b e e t l e s  a r e  s m a l l  a n d  d a r k  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  g o l d  s p o t s  o n
t h e i r  w i n g  c o v e r s .  B u t  i t ’ s  t h e  l a r v a e  t h a t  c a u s e  t h e  m o s t  d a m a g e — b y  f e e d i n g
b e n e a t h  t h e  b a r k  o f  o a k  t r e e s ,  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  t r e e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  w a t e r  a n d
n u t r i e n t s .  

     T h e  m a i n  v i c t i m s  o f  G S O B  a r e  c o a s t  l i v e  o a k s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  b l a c k  o a k s ,  a n d  c a n y o n
l i v e  o a k s .  O n c e  i n f e s t e d ,  t h e s e  t r e e s  c a n  d i e  w i t h i n  j u s t  a  f e w  y e a r s .  Y o u  m i g h t
n o t i c e  t h i n n i n g  a n d  d i e b a c k  o f  c r o w n s ,  e x c e s s i v e  b a r k  s t a i n i n g ,  a n d  D - s h a p e d  e x i t
h o l e s — t h e s e  a r e  a l l  s i g n s  t h a t  a  t r e e  i s  b a t t l i n g  G S O B .   

How Does GSOB Spread? 

     O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  w a y s  G S O B  s p r e a d s  t o  n e w  a r e a s  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f
f i r e w o o d .  W h i l e  i t  m a y  s e e m  h a r m l e s s  t o  b r i n g  f i r e w o o d  f r o m  o n e  l o c a t i o n  t o
a n o t h e r ,  t h i s  s i m p l e  a c t  c a n  c a r r y  G S O B  l a r v a e  w i t h  i t ,  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  p e s t  t o
u n i n f e s t e d  a r e a s  w i t h  o a k s  p r e s e n t .  T h a t ’ s  w h y  i t ’ s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b u y  f i r e w o o d
l o c a l l y  a n d  b u r n  i t  w h e r e  y o u  b u y  i t .  

What Can You Do? 

W e  a l l  h a v e  a  p a r t  t o  p l a y  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y ’ s  o a k  t r e e s  f r o m  G S O B .
H e r e ’ s  h o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p :  

Buy f i rewood local ly  and don ’t  t ransport  i t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e
s p r e a d  o f  G S O B  a n d  o t h e r  i n v a s i v e  p e s t s .  

Learn to  recognize the s igns of  an infested oak tree .  I f  y o u  s e e  t r e e s  w i t h
n o t i c e a b l e  t h i n n i n g  a n d  d i e b a c k  o f  c r o w n s ,  e x c e s s i v e  b a r k  s t a i n i n g ,  o r  D - s h a p e d
e x i t  h o l e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s .  

Report  GSOB s ight ings .  I f  y o u  s u s p e c t  t h a t  G S O B  h a s  i n f e s t e d  a  t r e e  o n  y o u r
p r o p e r t y  o r  i n  a  p u b l i c  a r e a ,  r e a c h  o u t  t o  u s  i m m e d i a t e l y .  E a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  i s  k e y  t o
m a n a g i n g  a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  p e s t .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  G S O B  a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p  p r o t e c t  o u r  l o c a l  o a k s ,  v i s i t
g s o b . o r g .  
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N a t i o n a l  F a r m e r s ’  M a r k e t  W e e k ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  f r o m  A u g u s t  4 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  w a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s  p l a y  i n  c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s
w i t h  f r e s h ,  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  p r o d u c e .  W e  w a n t  t o  s p o t l i g h t  C a l i f o r n i a  C e r t i f i e d  F a r m e r s ’
M a r k e t s  ( C F M s )  a n d  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e y  s t a n d  a p a r t .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  s w a p  m e e t s ,  r o a d s i d e
s t a n d s ,  a n d  u n c e r t i f i e d  m a r k e t s — w h e r e  p r o d u c t s  m i g h t  b e  s o u r c e d  f r o m  w h o l e s a l e r s  o r
r e s e l l e r s — C F M s  a r e  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  p r o v i d i n g  c o m m o d i t i e s  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  f a r m  t o
y o u r  h a n d s .

What Makes Cert i f ied Farmers ’  Markets  Different?

C a l i f o r n i a  C e r t i f i e d  F a r m e r s ’  M a r k e t s  ( C F M s )  p r o v i d e  a  s p a c e  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  b e
c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  b u y i n g  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  T h e s e  m a r k e t s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d
b y  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( C D F A )  a n d  c o u n t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  ( C A C s )  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  s o l d  a r e  g r o w n  b y  t h e  p r o d u c e r s
t h e m s e l v e s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c i a l s  v i s i t  e a c h  f a r m  s i t e  t o  i n s p e c t  a n d  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e
c o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  i n d e e d  g r o w n  t h e r e .  T h e  p r o d u c e r  i s  t h e n  i s s u e d  a  C e r t i f i e d  P r o d u c e r ’ s
C e r t i f i c a t e  ( C P C )  w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e i r  c o m m o d i t i e s .  T h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t
t h e  f a r m e r  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  g r o w e r  o f  t h e  c r o p s ,  m a k i n g  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  c o n s u m e r
a n d  f a r m  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  t r u s t w o r t h y .  T h e  f a r m e r  b e c o m e s  a  C e r t i f i e d  P r o d u c e r  a n d  c a n
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  C F M s .  O n l y  C e r t i f i e d  P r o d u c e r s  m a y  s e l l  i n  t h e  c e r t i f i e d  s e c t i o n  o f  a  C F M .
A t  t h e  C F M ,  e a c h  s t a n d  m u s t  d i s p l a y  a  b a n n e r  t h a t  s t a t e s ,  “ W e  g r o w  w h a t  w e  s e l l . ”

A M E E R  A T R A S H
D E P U T Y  A G  C O M M I S S I O N E R  A G R I C U L T U R E

C O N S U M E R  P R O T E C T I O N
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NAT IONAL  FARMERS  MARKET  WEEK :  TH E  B EN E F I T S
OF  CA L I FORN IA  C E RT I F I E D  FARMERS  MARKETS

What Does Our  Off ice  Do?

O u r  o f f i c e  p l a y s  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  C F M s  o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n t e g r i t y .  W e  w o r k
c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  C D F A  t o  e n f o r c e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  b o t h  f a r m e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s .
T h r o u g h  i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  c h e c k s ,  w e  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  s o l d  a r e
a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  b u y  a t  a  C F M ,  y o u  a r e  t r u l y  g e t t i n g  w h a t
y o u  p a y  f o r .  W e  i n s p e c t  e a c h  m a r k e t  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  a  y e a r

How You Can Get  Involved

W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  e x p l o r e  y o u r  l o c a l  C F M  a n d  d i s c o v e r
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  v a r i e t y  o f  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  o t h e r
p r o d u c t s  g r o w n  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  W h e n  y o u  s h o p  a t
a  C F M ,  y o u ’ r e  n o t  o n l y  e n j o y i n g  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s
b u t  a l s o  h e l p i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g e r ,  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  y o u r
V e n t u r a  C o u n t y  C F M ,  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  t o  f i n d  a  m a p  w i t h
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  E s p a ñ o l .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  o u r  o f f i c e  h e l p s  m a i n t a i n  t h e
i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e s e  m a r k e t s ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  r e a c h  o u t — w e ’ r e
h e r e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  C F M s  i s  b o t h
e n j o y a b l e  a n d  t r u s t w o r t h y .

SCAN HERE TO VIEW
VENTURA COUNTY’S CFMS!
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Meet some of our valuable staff

Discover the importance of Agriculture
In Ventura County, agriculture is crucial as it
provides essential food, supports local economies,
and creates jobs.

Learn what we do & why 
Our Mission is to protect and promote agriculture and
equity in the marketplace, while ensuring the welfare of
the public, the industry and the environment. We do this
by enforcing federal, state and local laws, regulations,
and ordinances.

COM
E

Visit Us!

WE ARE PARTICIPATING IN
SEEAG’S 2024 FARM DAY!
NOVEMBER 2, 2024
10 am to 3 pm

815 E. Santa Barbara Street
Santa Paula, CA 93060

Engaging with the staff ensures you receive
reliable, up-to-date information and professional
advice that directly benefits farming operations
and the community.

(805) 933-2926 10
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Need to dispose
of pesticides?

Join our
interest list!



KORINNE BELL
Agricultural Commissioner

JOHN BEALL
Deputy /Sealer - Weights & Measures

ANDY CALDERWOOD
Deputy - Pesticide Use Enforcement

GRETA VARIEN

DAVID WIRTA
Deputy - Pest Exclusion
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